
November 2009    

Corvette Connection 
Niagara Corvette Club 

Vision Statement: The Niagara Corvette Club is a friendly, safe and affordable car club dedicated to 
learning, respect for all and enjoyment in all aspects of the sport of corvettes and fundraising. 

Meetings: 8:00 p.m.1st Tuesday every month Frado’s Italian Restaurant 
535 Queenston Street St. Catharine’s, Ontario 

Niagara Corvette Club P.O. Box 23054 
St. Catharine’s, Ontario 

L2R 7P6 
Website: www.niagaracorvetteclub.com 

Note: No regular club meeting at 
Frado’s in December. See club activi-
ties for planned alternate evenings. 
Regular club meetings resume at 
Fado’s January 5th, 2010 
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President: George Dalbergs 
Phone (905) 682-2310 
E-mail:  nikki@mergetel.com  

 

Vice-President: Harold Anders 
Phone (905) 684-3025 
E-mail:handers@cogeco.com      

 

Treasurer: Gloria Drake  
Phone: (905) 692-9807 
E-mail:dgdrake@mountaincable.net 

 

Secretary: Carol Hill 
Phone: (905) 563-4212 
E-mail: carol.hill@sympatico.ca  

 

Past President: Dave Drake 
Phone: (905) 692-9807 
E-mail: dgdrake@mountaincable.net 

 

Social: Wendy Bas 
Phone: (905) 834-6983 
E-mail: :wendybas3@hotmail.com 

 

Newsletter: Ian Bell 
Phone: (905) 957-2167 
E-mail: i.bell3@sympatico.ca 

 

Web site: Bill Colclough 
Phone: (905) 371-0434 
E-mail: colclough@cogeco.ca 

 

Membership: Gail Anders 
Phone: (905) 684-3025 
E-mail: handers@cogeco.com  

 

Show Co-Coordinator:  

Dave Drake & Gloria Drake 
Phone: (905) 692-9807 
Email: dgdrake@mountaincable.net 

 

Historian: Stan Goosen 
Phone: 905-562-1595 
Email: stan-goosen@hotmail.com 

 

Committee Positions  

Domestic United States (Selling Div 13)    15663    92.4%  

Z49 Canada Exports (Selling Div 14)  315  1.9%  

CV3 Mexico Exports (Selling Div 23)  8                       0.0%  

CV5 Japan Exports (Selling Div 72)  32  0.2%  

Z5X Arabic Exports (Selling Div 72)  423   2.5%  

MAE Europe Exports (Selling Div 72)  509  3.0%  

CV6 Chile Exports (Selling Div 72)  1  0.0%  

n/a Domestic Test Vehicles (Selling Div 
72)  

 5  0.0%  

Description   

Arctic White  863  5.1%  

Blade Silver Metalic  1642  9.7%  

LeMans Blue  1  0.0%  

Black  3665  21.6%  

Velocity Yellow  1370  8.1%  

Cyber Gray  3104  18.3%  

Victory Red  2231  13.2%  

Atomic Orange  726  4.3%  

Jetsream Blue tintcoat  1367  8.1%  

Crystal Red Tintcoat  1987  11.7%  

2009 Model Year Corvette Production. 

Bet you didn’t know? 
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 W ell, here we are.  The cruising season is over until next Spring; the cars have all been put away, 
and we have had the last general meeting of the membership for the year.  The only events re-

maining are the Club’s Annual Christmas Dinner on November 28 and the December supper social on 
December 1 and then we wait until next year. 
 
The Fall Cruise was a great success with the members driving to St. Jacob’s market and then on to Paris 
for a Rib BBQ dinner at Camp 31.  We had a good contingent of our members present, along with a cou-
ple of Corvettes from HAC.  A great big thanks, once again, to Gloria and David Drake for laying out the 
route so well, keeping everyone together for the whole cruise and arranging for a great day weather-wise; 
the last time this year that Marilyn and I had the top down.  Thank you. 
 
Overall, we have had another great year, although the weather during the summer was not as hot and dry 
as we would normally expect.  This cut into the cruising time considerably, but Mother Nature partially 
made up for it in September with very comfortable and dry days if you had the chance to get out and en-
joy them. 
 
The car show was a success, in spite of the threatening weather, and we were able to make acquaint-
ance with several distant clubs from Massachusetts and New Hampshire, as well as reconnecting with 
friends from Ottawa, Sudbury, etc.  We hope to have these folks back for our show next year and we 
should also endeavour to attend some of their functions as well.  As a result of our show, the Downtown 
Association’s Car Show and the Lincoln County Cruise night we were able to again donate $16,100 to the 
Children’s Centre.  A commendable achievement.  Well done. 
 
2010 will be upon us before we realize and it is important that we use the time from now until then to con-
sider what you want to get from the club and what you are prepared to do for the club.  In order to con-
tinue garnering interest within the members, I feel that it is important to try new things, be they events, 
procedures, whatever.  If we don’t change, we will become stagnant and redundant.  We need our mem-
bers to step up with new ideas and take on new challenges.  Most of us enjoy the social aspects of the 
club and if we are honest, we will agree that we have made several great new friends since becoming in-
volved with the Corvette lifestyle and the Niagara Corvette Club.  We need to keep this going. 
 
We are coming to a benchmark year in our history: 
 
We need new involvement in the show committee, planning, co-ordinating, etc. 
 
Our current executive is reaching the end of their terms this year, so we need to consider volunteering for 
these executive positions.  Let’s have a proper election this time. 
We also need volunteers to propose and organize new social events for next year. 
Now is the time to give serious thought to what you would like to have the club do next year and into the 
future.  To paraphrase John F. Kennedy – ask not what the club can do for you, but ask what you can do 
for the club. 
 
So, please renew your membership for 2010, bring in new members, and above all, have a very happy, 
merry and safe holiday season. See you all in the New Year. 
 
Happy Corvetting and remember to Save the Wave! 
 

George 
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Date:   Tuesday, November 3, 2009  Attendance: 40 
 
Meeting Started: 8:01 p.m 
George Dalbergs opened the meeting by welcoming two guests, Jan Calaguiro and his son Wesley. They 
are converting a Corvette C4 into a race car. Wesley also races go- carts.   George also welcomed our 
newest member Bill Jorgens who was able to make the meeting as well, driving in from Brampton. .A 
warm welcome to all. 
President's Report: George Dalbergs 
 October has been a very quiet month as the season winds down but George was pleased with the turn-
out for the Annual Fall Cruise with 9 cars and 2 participants from the Hamilton Club, followed by a great 
meal at Camp 31.  Thank you once again to Gloria and Dave Drake for their excellent planning of this 
event. 
New Business: 
 George Dalbergs spoke on behalf of our Vice President, Harold Anders who was away. 
He reported on the 46th Performance World Custom Car & Truck show at the International Centre In Mis-
sissauga on March 12-14, 2010., stating that it was a  great show to attend. 
George displayed two contenders for our club jacket. Larry and Margaret Keighan were kind enough to 
model them for us.  One orange and black jacket and one pale yellow design.  Both jackets are from a 
Canadian supplier and can be bought through Joe Toth. They are originally made overseas. The orange 
jacket is priced at $48.00 and the yellow  jacket at $45.00. This price includes our club logo on the front.. 
If we want our club name on the back it is an additional $12.00.  The majority of members overwhelmingly 
preferred the pale yellow design. 
Secretary's Report:  Carol Hill 
Carol displayed an article she submitted to Old Autos Newspaper with the picture of our club making a 
donation to The Children’s Centre.  Old Autos did a fine write up beneath the photo about our clubs fund 
raising efforts. 
Treasurer's Report: Gloria Drake 
Gloria gave her financial report and asked if members giving cheques for next years membership could 
please make them out for January 1st 2010 when she will be depositing the cheques. 
 
COMMITTEE REPORTS: 
Social Committee: Wendy Bas 
Gail Anders has invited the members to a Wine and Food Paring Party on January 23rd 2010. 
Wendy Bas will be holding her annual Super Bowl Bash on Sunday February 7th 2010 barring any good 
deals on cruise tickets.          
Our Annual Christmas Party – November 28, 2009 @ Johnny Rocco’s in Niagara Falls arranged by 
Marilyn Dalbergs. Marilyn suggested we can bring our own desserts to save on the cost of the dinner. 
Cost $23.00 per person. 
December Dinner Meeting – December 1, 2009 @ Betty’s Restaurant in Chippawa  arranged by  Larry 
Keighan .Larry said  you can call him last minute in necessary to be put on the list. Cost $20.00/person. 
Wendy Bas asked Ed Pentesco to draw the  Z0649 #’s 31, 36, 24, 15, 49, 42. 
Congratulations!! Wendy Bas was the winner of the Z0649 draw Winning $260.00              
             Newsletter: [Ian Bell]   
 Request any address or e-mail changes be forwarded to executive ASAP. 
 New business cards for update of advertising sheet. 
50/50 Draw   Wendy Lindberg 
Last month’s winner was Lynn Mytroen, Winner’s Name: a very happy Bill Jorgens winning $58.00 
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Wendy Lindberg      8th 
Brian McEachern    18th 
Margaret Keighan   21st 
Edward Pentesco     30th 

Dave Drake              1st 
Glennie Wilkinson 10th 
Tom Spence            11th 
Doug Speirs             12th 
Eva Kessel               15th 
Anna Kokotka          29th 
Allen Stringer           31st 
Jackie Bell                31st  

Ray Maude Jr.           8th 
Tim Conway            11th 
Stan Kokotka           13th 
Denny Lindberg       28th 
Larry Schmor           31st 
 

Wanted - C5 Z06 tita-

nium cat back exhaust 

in excellent condition. 

Call Dave at  905 735-

8843 or email 

drfralick@cogeco.ca 

Corvette Storage Tips & Tricks 
Most owners wait until cold and snowy weather to start thinking 
about winter storage for their favorite cars. However, some ad-
vance maintenance can prevent problems when the roads get 
salted down with frame-eating chemicals. A few simple and low 
cost preventative measures can save you hundreds of dollars 
next spring when it is time to once again enjoy the open road. 
Check your Corvette for items that need to be rebuilt or replaced 
prior to your first spring cruise. Make a list of the projects that 
you want to get done. The interior and fuel system are two ar-
eas that I have found to be responsible for failures due to the 
lack of preparation for storage. Corvettes that have been stored 
often exhibit damage from mold and mildew. They look bad and 
smell the same way. This is due to the accumulation of moisture 
in the closed car. In order to prevent this damage, be sure to 
place desiccant bags in the interior. These bags capture the 
moisture and keep it away from your carpet and seats. Be sure 
to close the windows and clamp down the top(s) to prevent 
more moisture from entering. Today's gasolines have a number 
of additives that vary from station to station and from one area 
to another. During extended storage, these may settle out of 
solution and cause clogging of lines or injectors. Also, the addi-
tives may actually attack some of the rubber hoses, lines, or 
seals. Moisture will also accumulate in the tank if it is not kept 
full. This moisture may cause corrosion on the bottom of the 
older, non-bladder tanks. 
You can reduce fuel system problems by following this proce-
dure: 
1. Use up or drain the fuel presently in the tank. You may want 
to add one of the many moisture reducing fuel additives to dry 
out the tank.  
2. Refill the tank with fresh gas and add a stabilizer such as 
Fuel Fresh. Drive the car for a short distance in order to get the 
fresh gas and stabilizer through the system. 
If you start your Corvette occasionally during storage, be sure to 

allow it to run long enough to thoroughly heat up and dry out the 

exhaust system. Everyone has seen moisture dripping from the 

tailpipes of cars on cold days. This condensed moisture is the 

major cause of exhaust system damage. 
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Thanks to Dave & Gloria 
Drake for organizing the Fall 
Cruise 
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T he Christmas Dinner this year will be held at Johnny Rocco’s Italian Grill located at 6889 
Lundy’s Lane in Niagara Falls, Ontario on Saturday, November 28, 2009. 

 

T he dinner will be held in a buffet style and the planned menu is: 
 

 Appetizer House Salad 
   Caesar Salad 
   Crispy Zucchini 
   Zia’s Rice Balls 
 
 Entrees Penne Pomodoro 
   Meatballs 
   Sausage 
   Grilled Chicken with sautéed mushrooms 
   Veal Parmigiano 
   Roast Potatoes 
   Medley of fresh sautéed vegetables. 
 
   Coffee & Tea 
 
 Cash Bar 
 

C ost of the dinner will be $23 per person, after the club’s sub-
sidy. 

 

A  sign up sheet was circulated at the October meeting.  If you were unable to attend the October 
meeting and plan to attend the dinner, please contact Marilyn at 905-682-2310.  We will ex-

pect payment at the November 3 meeting for those planning to attend. 
 

A lso, please bring a donation of food items to the dinner to contribute to the local food bank for 
Christmas.  If you cannot attend the dinner, please bring food contributions to the November 

meeting. 
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NCC Club members, if you have any item 
which may be of interest to our club members 
please sent article to the editors. Hope you 
like the new look to our paper. Ian & Jackie 

 

Optimist vs. Pessimist 
 

A family had twin boys whose only resemblance to each other was their looks. If one 
felt it was too hot, the other thought it was too cold. If one said the TV was too loud, 
the other claimed the volume needed to be turned up. Opposite in every way, one was 
an eternal optimist, the other a doom and gloom pessimist.  
Just to see what would happen, on the twins' birthday their father loaded the pessi-
mist's room with every imaginable toy and game. The optimist's room he loaded with 
horse manure.  
That night the father passed by the pessimist's room and found him sitting amid his 
new gifts crying bitterly.  
"Why are you crying?" the father asked.  
"Because my friends will be jealous, I'll have to read all these instructions before I can do anything with 
this stuff, I'll constantly need batteries, and my toys will eventually get broken." answered the pessimist 
twin.  
Passing the optimist twin's room, the father found him dancing for joy in the pile of manure. "What are 
you so happy about?" he asked.  
To which his optimist twin replied, "There's got to be a pony in here somewhere!"  
 

Z06-49  Draw     Wendy 
Our 649 draw finally came to an end last night after 8 months of draws at the meetings.   
The following people only needed one number 

Dave Fralick #9, George & Marilyn D. #2, Mike Szcwrek  #2 
Wendy Bas #15.  
Ed Pentesco attended the meeting (soon to be leaving for Vegas) and drew the six numbers for the draw.  

Numbers drawn were:  15, 24, 31, 36, 42, 49  
After checking the numbers the only winner was Wendy Bas.  The next closest were the three others listed 
above as well as Gloria Drake who needed only one number which was #35.  
Thanks to all who participated, the prize was $260.00. 

Merry Christmas & Happy New Year. 

There will be no club newsletter in December, will 
resume after club’s monthly meeting in January 
2010. Ian & Jackie 

Just an update for the social calendar. Upcoming Events  
Saturday, November 28  - Christmas Dinner at Johnny Rocco's, Niagara Falls (Marilyn Dalbergs)  

Tuesday, December 1    -  Dinner at Betty's Restaurant (Larry Keighan)  
Saturday, January 23     - Wine & Food  (Gail Anders)  

Sunday, February 7        - Superbowl Party ( Wendy Bas)  

Put these important dates on your calendar and be sure to contact the organizer to let them know you will be 

attending. If you do sign up and can't make it, be sure to contact them as well.    Wendy  
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 NIAGARA CORVETTE CLUB MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION FORM                  
 

PERIOD: Jan - Dec __2010____   L New    L Renewal      Member of NCC since_________ 
                                    Year                                                                                                                                                                        Year 
 
MEMBER INFORMATION: 

� FULL ACTIVE MEMBER   or L ASSOCIATE MEMBER (non-Corvette owner) 

 
Member's Name: _______________________________________________________   Date of Birth: _____________________ 
 
Affiliate Member: _______________________________________________________ Date of Birth: _____________________ 
                         (membership includes Affiliate member of spouse or companion) 

 
Address: ________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
City: ___________________________  Province: ______________________   Postal Code: ___________________ 
 
Telephone: (Home)_______________________ (Work)__________________________ E-Mail: _______________________ 
 
 

________________________  _______________________________________ 
DATE              SIGNATURE  

 
CAR INFORMATION: 
 
1) Year______________ Model______________ Colour______________ Licence Plate No.____________________ 
 
2) Year_____________ Model______________ Colour______________ Licence Plate No.____________________  
 
NEW MEMBER 
 
How did you hear about the Club:_____________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 
You are joining the Club for what reasons:______________________________________________________________________________  
 

MEMBERSHIP FEE STRUCTURE: 
Full Member: $.65.00 per year            Associate Member: $65.00 per year 

  Fees are due by the first meeting in February. Fees are non-refundable. 
 
Make all cheques payable to: NIAGARA CORVETTE CLUB 

P.O. Box 23054 
St. Catharines, Ontario L2R 7P6 

 

 

 

 
TO BE COMPLETED BY TREASURER: NCC Membership Card Issued:  L Yes   
 NCC Car Decal Issued:  L Yes   

Amount Received:_____________________   L  Cash     L  Cheque   

                                                                                                                                                                                                                     
  
Date: _______________________________                       Signature: ___________________________________________________ 
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Month Day Activity Contact Location 

Jan 5 NCC General Meeting-Frado’s   Frado’s  

Jan 23 Wine & Food Pairing @ Anders’  Gail Anders’ St Catharines 

Jan 11-24 North American International  Auto Show  Detroit 

Feb 2 NCC General Meeting-Frado’s   Frado’s 

Feb 7 Super Bowl Party @ Bas Farms Wendy Bas Port Colborne 

Mar 2 NCC General Meeting-Frado’s   Frado’s 

  NCC Bowling Night -   

  After Bowl Supper -   

April 6 NCC General Meeting-Frado’s   Frado’s 

April 21-25 Spring Carlisle   

May  Spring Cruise with WNYCC  George Bradford, PA 

May 4 NCC General Meeting-Frado’s   Frado’s 

June 1 NCC General Meeting-Frado’s   Frado’s 

June 5 Capital City Corvettes 35th Anniversary George Ottawa 

June  4th Annual NCC Road Rally  Larry Schmor  

June  Post Rally Barbeque   

June 12 Sudbury CC Show & Shine George Sudbury 

*******  Much more to be added in January News 

Letter 

********* ******** 

New Corvette Plant Manager Arrives  
 

Bowling Green is proud to welcome Bob Parcell as the 
new plant manager of the General Motors Bowling 
Green Assembly Plant. Parcell began work for GM in 
1979 as a co-op student, and most recently served at 
president of Cami Automotive, a joint venture between 
GM and Suzuki in Canada. 
"If you are in this business... the business of building 
cars, this is a dream job. We've all dreamt of one day 
running the Corvette plant," said Parcell. 
Former manager, Paul Graham, has moved to Arling-
ton Assembly Plant in Texas to oversee the production 
of conventional and hybrid versions of the Tahoe, GMC 
Yukon and Cadillac Escalade. 
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 Month Day Activity Contact Location 

Jan 15-17 North American International Motorcycle Super-

show - International Centre 

 Mississauga 

Jan 11-24 North American International Auto Show  Detroit MI 

Jan 23 CCCC Governors' Meeting  Mississauga 

  Speedorama 47th Custom Show - Automotive 

Bldg. 

 Toronto 

Feb  NCRS Swap Meet Wilson-Niblett  (8-12)  Richmond Hill 

Feb  30th Annual Automotive Flea Market  Paris 

Feb  Automotive Swap Meet - Event Centre  Tillsonburg 

Feb  Canadian International Auto Show  Toronto 

Feb  45th Annual Antique Car Parts Flea Market - 

Marritt Hall 

 Ancaster 

Mar  Automotive Swap Meet - Tillsonburg Event Centre  Tillsonburg 

Mar 12-14 46th. Performance World - International Trade 

Centre 

 Mississauga 

Mar  2nd Annual London Auto Expo - Western Fair-

grounds 

 London 

Mar  Wilson-Niblett Tech Session     (1 - 4)  Richmond Hill 

Mar  National Motorcycle Show - Automotive Bldg.  Toronto 

Mar  Rodmasters Spring Swap Meet - Marritt Hall  Ancaster 

Apr  Lowes Motor Speedway Spring Lions Autofair  Charlotte NC 

Apr  RM Spring Classic Car Auction  Mississauga 

Apr  CCO's Gateway Technical Session  Brampton 

Apr  Richmond Green Indoor Automotive Flea Market  Richmond Hill 

Apr  Automotive Flea Market  Virgil 

Apr 24 CCCC Governors' Meeting  Mississauga 

Apr 21-25 Spring Carlisle  Carlisle PA 

Apr  Road Runners Car Show & Swap Meet - Marritt 

Hall 

 Ancaster 

********  Much more to add in January news letter  ************* 
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